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July 16, 2025

Hans clohnson, Vlce ChaJr
Shaxma.ine Moseley, Executive Drector
Sherlff ClviliaJl Oversitht Commlsslon
World Trade Center
35O South FlElueroa Street, Sulte 288
Los Angeles, Caltfornla 9OO71

Via Electronlc Submittal

Dear Commissioner clohnson and Ms. Moseley:

RESPOIISE TO TEE CTIIIAII OVERSIGET COr TfiSSIOII
IJTIEN, BEC}A3DIIIG I''TNMOR.AITDA OP IIIIDEB,8TA}IDII{C}

I a,m in receipt of the Clvi]ian Oversight Commlssion's (COC) letter dated.Iu-ly 14,
2045, regaxdinE! Memopanda, of Understandlng (MOU)I between the los Angeles
County Sherifs Deparbment (Department) and the Federal Bureau of
Inve8tiElatlon. Tt[s ]etter is arr effor! to address the questlons presented in the
correspondence.

Flrst, I want to reiterate tha,t I respest the COC's role in conductlngi oversight of
the Department. In that regard, the COC is ftee to place a,ny item on its agenda it
beueves ls vaJuable to lts misslon. As a result, we wlll address anJr questions
posed regardin€l the Memoranda at tomorlow's meeting.

I For purposes of this letter, I am generically referring to MOUS to include items that may be referred to as

Memoranda of Agreements (MOAs).

21 1 WEsr TE\Prr Srnmr, Los A-xcu-es, Car-rroR\rA 9oo12
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After consulting the Department's records and a,frer consulting with County
Counsel, we have found no record of ttre Department ever presenting or seeking
the advice ofthe COC on anJI of the hundreds of MOUs entered irlto by the
Department. fhis is the flrst tlme tha,t our records indicate that the COC has
ex;:ressed interest in or made a request to review any MOU. Ttr.erefore, to respond
to your questlon regarding why thls was not sha,red with the COC, the answer is
that there ls no prlor prasblce of such a procedure ever occurllng nor has interest
il MOUs ever been oq>ressed prevlously.

Our standard protocol for MOUs that have a financia,I component, such as the two
at issue here, is ttEt we present them to the Board of Supervlsors, flrst throuSlh
the Public Safety Cluster meetlng and then to the full Board for approwal. Ihis
happens at noticed, public meetings. Accordlngry, mJr team presented both MOUs
to the Public Safety Cluster on June 25, 2Oe5. Thls was a noticed public meeting,
and the MOUg were attached to ttre Cluster agenda. Ihe Cluster agenda and MOUs
were made public well before the meetinel. Members of the publlc can appear
virtually or in person to comment on such agenda items.
L I 8659 I 4025. Oo.zSagendcanidoqE pd!.

We also submltted the proposed MOUs for incluslon at the Board's JuIy 15, 2Oe5,
meetlnEl. The MOUs were attached to the Board agenda and made publlc before
the JuIy I5, AOA5, Board meeting.z Ttrus, ttrere were two pubtic hearings on ttrese
matters in which the publlc had an opportunit'y to be heard. We fui-ly lntend to
contlnue to comply with thls obllgation. The COC is welcome to provlde input in
connection wlth these public meetin€ls if it chooses.

We also have potentia,llJr hundredsr of operational, non-flnancial MOUs. These
MOUS are crlttcal to the effective operation of the Department. It is not feasible to
seek external input on all of them, as the workload and associated delay would be
prohibitive and, in mJr opinlon, will adverse[r impact the operationa] needs of the
Department and public safety ln the communlty. Moreover, as these MOUS relate
to Sherilf law enforcement operations, we are advised that the Department, and I
as the elected Sheri-ff responsible for the operatlonal decislons of the Department,
are not obligated to seek prlor lnput or approwal. IIowever, we will respect the

'? 
see, e047O5.pdJ aJId 204719.pdJ.

3 At the time of this letter, we have not performed a count of the number of existing MOUs. lt is estimated that it
would take the Department weeks to determine the precise number.
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COC's desire to add these matters to its own agenda when it determi-nes that is
appropriate and answers questions of concern.

Itre MOUS of a shtlar format and nature are a long-standlng practice between
local and federal law enJorcement a€lencies. Most, if not aU, Iocal law enforcement
agencies use tfrem through the United States. Ihey contribute to public safety by
provldlng additional resources and expertise into speclflc crlmlnal asblvlttes the
Department etnnot handle on its own. These MOUs will be termilated rvhen I, or
anJr firture Sheriff determines that the operational needs of the Department are no
Ionger fulfilled through that a€leement. In that regard, I wlll always Iisten to the
Board of Supervisors, the COC, and our conmunity about their concerns.

Thank you iII advance for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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