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11-12-2021  

LASD Deputy-Involved Shooting (DIS) in the 10600 block of Soledad Canyon 
Road, Agua Dulce. 
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 
 
On November 12, 2021, at approximately 7:09 PM, two deputies assigned to Santa 
Clarita Sheriff’s Station observed a black GMC sport utility vehicle (SUV) parked in the 
“Park and Ride” parking lot at the Newhall Avenue exit, east of the 14 freeway.  As the 
deputies neared the SUV in their patrol vehicle, they observed a male seated in the 
driver’s seat drinking what was believed to be an alcoholic beverage.  The deputies 
drove next to the SUV, and smelled a strong odor of marijuana emitting from inside the 
SUV.  The male was later identified as Manuel Fidel Chavez, a 32-year-old resident of 
Santa Clarita.   
 
Chavez placed the SUV in reverse and proceeded to accelerate through the parking lot 
away from the deputies.  He nearly collided with other occupied vehicles and 
pedestrians as he drove onto Newhall Avenue.  The deputies attempted to conduct a 
traffic stop but Chavez failed to yield.  As a result, the deputies initiated a pursuit of 
Chavez as a reckless driver suspected of being under the influence. 
 
Chavez continued to elude deputies while driving recklessly.  He entered the 14 
freeway, exited and drove on surface streets and re-entered the northbound 14 freeway.  
The pursuit was terminated when a Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department helicopter 
arrived overhead and kept sight of Chavez’ location.  Chavez exited the 14 freeway to 
northbound Soledad Canyon Road.  Chavez entered an RV park by ramming the main 
gate with his SUV and forcing the gate to open.  Once inside the RV park, he exited the 
SUV and fled on foot. 
 
Department personnel inside the helicopter requested patrol units to respond to the RV 
park in an attempt to apprehend Chavez.  As deputies arrived, they were directed by the 
helicopter observer to Chavez’s location within the RV park.  During this time, Chavez 
entered a parked blue Dodge Challenger, and proceeded to drive and accelerate toward 
the main gate of the RV park. 
 
Arriving deputies parked in one of the two driveways at the main gate of the RV park, 
exited their patrol vehicles, and proceeded to enter through the main gate.  Chavez 
accelerated toward the deputies and exited the main gate.  After driving out of the main 
gate, Chavez conducted a U-turn to reenter the RV park, accelerated the vehicle 
directly toward the deputies and a deputy-involved shooting occurred.   
 
Chavez continued driving recklessly by speeding and driving off the paved road through 
lot spaces and yards within the RV park.  Chavez crashed into a pedestrian bridge and 
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drove back towards the main gate where deputies were attempting to reenter their 
patrol vehicles.  Chavez accelerated toward deputies a third time and a second deputy-
involved shooting occurred.   
 
Chavez drove out of the RV park at a high rate of speed and onto southbound Soledad 
Canyon Road.  About one mile later, he was involved in a solo traffic collision when he 
struck a guard rail at a bridge overpass.  Following the collision, Chavez exited the 
vehicle and fled on foot down an embankment and under the overpass.  The helicopter 
observer who was overhead directed deputies to Chavez’s location where he 
surrendered to deputies. 
 
Chavez sustained gunshot wounds to his right bicep and abdomen.  He also had cuts 
and abrasions on his body as a result of the traffic collision.  Paramedics from the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department responded and provided emergency medical attention.  
Chavez was transported to a local hospital where he was treated for non-life threatening 
injuries.  He was subsequently cleared for booking.   
 
There were no other persons injured during this incident.     
 
It was later learned that Chavez resided inside the RV park, and the blue Dodge 
Challenger was registered to a family member.  In addition, Chavez was prohibited from 
owning firearms and 11 firearms were seized from his residence.   
 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG), Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded to view the incident scene. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of 
the personnel within the application of policy, procedures and tactics. 
 
Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 

 
*** UPDATE *** 

The employees involved in the deputy-involved shooting have been identified as Deputy 

Michael Thompson, Deputy Matthew Doud and Deputy Estevan Perez. 

 


