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From: Williams, Ingrid
Sent: Thursday, April 22, 2021 8:01 AM
To: OIG/COC Requests
Subject: COC Request: LA County Jails Reopening for Visitations Information
Attachments: 04.22.2021 COC Request for LASD LA County Jails Reopening for Visitations.pdf

This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and attachments 

Good morning,  

Please review the attached request. 

Should you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at your earliest 
convenience.   

Thank you, 

Ingrid Williams 
Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 
Board of Supervisors, Executive Office 
Office: (213)
Mobile: (213)

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Flickr @LACountyCOC. 

E-Mail Request with Attachment



 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

SHERIFF CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 
World Trade Center 

350 South Figueroa Street, Suite 288, Los Angeles California 90071 
(213) 253-5678 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 22, 2021 
 
To:      Captain Rodney Moore 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) 

 
From:  Ingrid Williams 
            Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 
 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION: 
 
On behalf of Los Angeles County, the Civilian Oversight Commission (COC) is 
committed to serving as a critical advisory body to the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department (LASD). Therefore, the COC requests that the LASD provide the following 
information/documentation: 
 

1. Update regarding LASD’s plan to reopen Jail visitations  

2. A copy of LASD’s presentation on “Reopening County Jail Visitation” by Hugo 
Macias for the Public Safety Cluster meeting scheduled for April 28, 2021 

 
REASON FOR REQUEST: 

 
Fulfilment of this request will enable the COC to further understand LASD operations 
and practices and respond to the concerns of Los Angeles County. 
 

WHEN SPECIFIC INFORMATION IS NEEDED: 
  

Please submit responses to this request by Wednesday, April 28, 2021 and as soon 
as they become available.   

 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
 

Feel free to contact Frederick Chung at should you have 
any questions in regards to the request.  Please cc Ingrid Williams at 

on all correspondence.  
 

 
Brian K. Williams 

Executive Director 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Lael Rubin 
Chair 

 
Casimiro Tolentino 

Vice-Chair 
 

Robert C. Bonner 
Commissioner  

 
James P. Harris 
Commissioner 

 

Patty Giggans 
Commissioner 

 
Sean Kennedy 
Commissioner 

 

Priscilla Ocen 
Commissioner 

 
Xavier Thompson 

Commissioner 
 

Vacant 
Commissioner 

 
 
 





CAR BRIEFING 

LASD Re-Opening County Jail Visitation 

On March 13, 2020, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) closed all 
county buildings to the public in an effort to reduce the spread and impact of COVID-19.  As a 
result, the Sheriff’s Department (LASD) temporarily halted all visitation at its facilities. LASD 
continues to permit professional visits for ongoing legal matters. Correctional administrators 
implemented similar practices worldwide.  

On June 23, 2020, after the initial stay-at-home orders reduced community infection rates of 
COVID-19, the Board passed a motion to extend recovery in the jails.  Thereafter, LASD 
collaborated with the Department of Health Services (DHS), Correctional Health Services 
(CHS), and DPH to determine whether visitation areas in the jails could safely be reopened to the 
public.  Unfortunately, visitation areas needed to remain closed because community rates of 
COVID-19 increased and decreased over time, with multiple surges of infection over the past 
year. Collaboration continues with numerous inspections to ensure readiness. 

Currently, with the lowest level of community-and system-positivity rates since the initial 
outbreak in February 2020, LASD is ready to reopen public visitation areas as soon as DPH 
provides the authorization. LASD has taken the following preventative safeguards to ensure 
legal/professional and public visits are safe for those incarcerated, visiting, and working in the 
jails: 

• Protocols and Practices: developed and trained staff on necessary policies and practices
to ensure safety for all;

• Operational Changes: limited movement of those incarcerated, mandated masks, and
expanded alternative meeting options (e.g. video visits and teleconferencing);

• Infrastructure Improvements: increased signage, mounted Plexiglas barriers, and
installed more hand sanitizer dispensers;

• Screening: implemented temperature checks and health screenings at facility entrances;
• Physical Distancing: placed barriers and markers to indicate a minimum of six-feet of

space between people; and
• Sanitation: provided extra cleaning crews and supplies to wipe down all surfaces and

allow for more hand hygiene opportunities.

With the recent transition of the County out of the “purple” tier, DHS/CHS and DPH have re-
inspected all jail facilities over the past few weeks to determine if additional safeguards are 
necessary. The Department is currently waiting for DPH to provide necessary general guidelines 
as well as facility-specific recommendations before it can re-open the public visitation areas.  
Once DPH issues these guidelines, the LASD will implement any required modifications, and re-
assign its designated staff to operate each public visitation area.  DPH and DHS/CHS will also 
conduct a final walkthrough with LASD personnel to ensure all safety measures are in place.  

Department Response Attachment



LASD plans to open visitation at Century Regional Detention Facility (CRDF) as a pilot site 
first.  Both LASD and the Board identified this location to begin the re-opening process because 
of its smaller size and limited population movement. Initially limiting reopening to CRDF gives 
the LASD and its County partners an opportunity to verify that its safety protocols are sufficient 
and effective and to make any necessary adjustments.  When it is deemed safe by DPH, LASD 
will open all other facilities simultaneously.  The goal is to open all public visitation areas by the 
end of May, but it will depend on continuing low community and jail positivity rates. 
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