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11-15-2020 

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at Van Ness Avenue and Van Wick Street, Los 
Angeles (Unincorporated area) 
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below are accurate with the facts as 
we know them. 
 
On November 15, 2020, at approximately 1:51 am, deputies assigned to South Los 
Angeles Station responded to a call for service about a man in the street, armed with a 
handgun. 
 
Deputies arrived on scene and observed 56 year-old Sam Conner in the middle of Van 
Ness Avenue, pointing a handgun at a passing vehicle.  Deputies shined the patrol car 
spotlight at Connor and gave him commands to drop the firearm. 
 
Conner turned in their direction and pointed the firearm at the deputies, at which time a 
Deputy Involved Shooting occurred.  Conner was struck by gunfire and immediately fell 
to the ground while still holding the firearm.  Deputies fired a total of 15 rounds at 
Connor. 
 
Deputies approached and disarmed Connor and immediately provided medical care 
until Los Angeles County Fire Department Paramedics arrived and continued life-saving 
measures.  Conner was transported to Harbor-UCLA Medical Center where he was 
pronounced deceased.  No deputies or other civilians were injured during the incident.    
 
A loaded Smith and Wesson .357 magnum caliber revolver, was recovered from 
Connor.   
 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG), Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded and monitored the investigation. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 

Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 

violated any criminal laws.  Once the District Attorney’s Office investigation is 

completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of the personnel within the 

application of policy, procedures and tactics. 

Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
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*** UPDATE *** 

The employees involved in the deputy involved shooting have been identified as Deputy 

Raymond Johnson, and Deputy Matthew Seno. 


