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11-13-2019 

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at Esteban Torres High School, Los Angeles 
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 
 
On November 13, 2019, at approximately 08:35 am, East Los Angeles Station deputies 
responded to a family disturbance call at 919 North Miller Avenue, Los Angeles.  The 
call indicated that 37 year-old Omar Garcia-Espinoza was at the location acting 
strangely and was in violation of a restraining order, protecting his family members who 
resided at the location. 
 
Deputies arrived at the location and saw Garcia-Espinoza standing outside swinging a 
three-foot long metal sword with a leather lanyard attached to it.  Deputies repeatedly 
ordered Garcia-Espinoza to drop the sword, but he refused to comply and ran from the 
location.  Deputies on foot and in patrol vehicles followed Garcia-Espinoza through the 
neighborhood, until he ultimately scaled a fence onto the property of Esteban Torres 
High School located at 4211 Dozier Street, Los Angeles.  The school was in session 
and students were on campus at the time. 
 
As deputies entered the campus, they observed Garcia-Espinoza standing on a table in 
the lunch area.  They gave him several orders to drop the sword.  Garcia-Espinoza got 
off the table and walked towards one of the deputies, while swinging the sword in the 
air.  In response, one deputy fired his weapon at Garcia-Espinoza, striking him and 
causing him to fall to the ground and drop the sword.   
 
Omar Garcia-Espinoza was treated at the scene by Los Angeles County Fire 
Paramedics.  He sustained two gunshot wounds to the left chest and one gunshot 
wound to the right arm and was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
No deputies, civilians or students were injured in the incident. 
 
Investigators recovered the three-foot long metal sword from the scene.    
 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Internal Affairs 
Bureau (IAB), the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded and monitored the investigation. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once the District Attorney’s Office investigation is 
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completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of the personnel within the 
application of policy, procedures and tactics. 
 
Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 
 

*** UPDATE *** 
The employee involved in the deputy involved shooting has been identified as Deputy 
Dwight Aguayo. 
 


