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10-06-2020  

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at 1000 West Carson Street, Torrance, Harbor 
UCLA Medical Center.  
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 
 
On Tuesday, October 6, 2020, at approximately 11:15 pm, two deputies assigned to 
South Los Angeles Station were providing security for a deputy sheriff, inside a patient 
room within the Harbor UCLA Medical Center in Torrance.  The deputy had sustained 
an on-duty gunshot wound and was a patient at the hospital.      
 
The two female deputies assigned the detail were inside the patient’s room when they 
heard banging and loud screaming coming from nearby.  One of the two deputies exited 
the room and walked into the hallway to investigate.  Three rooms away, the deputy 
found 38 year-old Nicholas Burgos, dressed in a hospital gown, facing the large exterior 
window.  He was attempting to smash the window with a heavy piece of medical 
equipment.  There were three members of the hospital staff, and three additional 
patients inside of the room.  The deputy directed the medical staff to evacuate 
themselves and the patients from the room. 
 
As Burgos continued to beat on the window, medical staff was summoned who 
specialize in situations of patients in a mental crisis.  An announcement of the 
emergency was broadcast via the hospital public address system.  After learning help 
was on the way, and that Burgos remained in the large hospital room, the deputy 
returned to the room where her partner and the patient were waiting.  The deputy 
entered the room and closed the door.   
 
While inside of the room, the glass window of the door suddenly shattered.  Burgos was 
outside their door repeatedly striking the window with the heavy medical device.  Burgos 
again struck the door, causing it to swing inward and open.  One of the deputies 
stepped into the threshold to prevent Burgos from advancing and repeatedly ordered 
Burgos to put the object down.  Burgos, who was still holding the device over his head, 
lunged toward the deputy and a deputy involved shooting occurred.  The deputy fired 
nine rounds at Burgos, striking him numerous times. 
 
Nicholas Burgos was immediately treated at the scene by medical personnel and 
remained in the hospital until November 1, 2020, when he died as a result of the 
gunshot wounds.   

No deputies or other civilians were injured in the incident. 
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LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG), Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB), and the Los Angeles  
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded and monitored the investigation. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 

Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 

violated any criminal laws.  Once the District Attorney’s Office investigation is 

completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of the personnel within the 

application of policy, procedures and tactics. 

Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 

*** UPDATE *** 

 

The employee involved in the deputy involved shooting has been identified as Deputy 

Dalia Gonzalez. 

 
 


