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09-12-2019 

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at 25733 Rye Canyon Road, Santa Clarita  

 

The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 

 
On September 12, 2019, at approximately 12:43 pm, Santa Clarita Station Deputies 

responded to a call regarding a suspicious person at 25733 Rye Canyon Road, Santa 

Clarita.  The call indicated that there was male Hispanic in front of the location with no 

shirt on, acting bizarrely.                  

 

The initial responding deputy arrived at the location and approached 35 year-old Alvaro 

Venegas, a transient from Northern California.  Without warning, Suspect Venegas 

charged at the deputy, grabbed his uniform shirt, and punched him.  The deputy 

attempted to use his Taser on Venegas but the Taser didn’t deploy, so he dropped it to 

the ground.   

 

The deputy broke free from Venegas and retreated to his vehicle, where he called for 

additional deputies to respond via his car radio.  Alvaro Venegas then picked up the 

Taser and threw it at the deputy’s vehicle, cracking the windshield.  He then walked 

away and stood next to a sign at the front of the location. 

 

Assisting deputies arrived on scene and gave verbal commands to Venegas, as they 

attempted to detain him.  Venegas ignored the commands and instead retrieved a 

wooden stake, with a pointed end, from the grass area.  Alvaro Venegas charged and 

struck a deputy in the face with the wooden stake.  As he raised the stake above his 

head, in an attempt to stab the deputy, a Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) occurred. 

 

Alvaro Venegas was treated at the scene by Los Angeles County Fire Department 

Paramedics.  He sustained two gunshot wounds to the chest and one to the right arm.  

Venegas was pronounced dead at the scene.  No other civilians were injured in the 

incident.  One of the deputies was treated for minor injuries to his face and neck, and 

released. 

 

The wooden stake, used during the attack, was recovered at the scene. 

 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 

follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Office of the 

Inspector General (OIG), Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB), and the Los Angeles 

County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 

responded and monitored the investigation. 
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Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 

Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 

violated any criminal laws.  Once the District Attorney’s Office investigation is 

completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of the personnel within the 

application of policy, procedures and tactics. 

Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 
 

*** UPDATE *** 
The employee involved in the deputy involved shooting has been identified as Deputy 
Michael Miller. 
 


