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09-10-2020 

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at 516 South Bradfield Avenue, Compton. 
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below are accurate with the facts as 
we know them. 
 
On September 10, 2020, at approximately 05:36 am, detectives assigned to Operation 
Safe Streets, along with assisting personnel from Norwalk Station, served a search 
warrant at 516 South Bradfield Avenue in Compton.  The court had issued the search 
warrant for the premises, in furtherance of a narcotics and weapons investigation 
involving Samuel Herrera Jr.   
 
During the service of the warrant, Samuel Herrera Jr. fled from the main house into a 
detached garage.  Once inside of the garage, Herrera fired shots at deputies and a 
Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) occurred in which deputies fired 15 rounds.  Herrera 
barricaded inside of the garage for a period of minutes.  It was unknown if he was 
injured by the gunfire.  Subsequently, a fire started inside of the garage, which 
eventually involved the majority of the structure.   
 
Herrera broke through the south side wall of the garage in an attempt to escape into an 
adjoining yard.  As he exited the hole, deputies positioned on containment encountered 
Herrera, a second Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) occurred, and Herrera was 
wounded.  An arrest team approached Herrera and removed him from the area of the 
burning garage.  Inside the garage, next to the hole Herrera used to exit, detectives 
located an assault rifle and a Glock .45 caliber, semi-automatic pistol.  Two ammunition 
magazines (Glock .45 and assault rifle) were located on the ground outside the hole, 
near Herrera.  
 
Samuel Herrera Jr. sustained numerous gunshot wounds to his torso.  Compton Fire 
Department Paramedics responded to the scene and provided emergency medical 
treatment.  Herrera was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
No deputies or other civilians were injured during the incident. 
 
Investigators recovered 14 firearms from the location, including two AK-47 assault rifles 
and an AR-15 assault rifle.  Cocaine, methamphetamine, marijuana, evidence of identity 
theft, stolen property and a stolen vehicle were also recovered from the scene. 
 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Internal Affairs 
Bureau (IAB), Office of the Inspector General (OIG), and the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also responded 
and monitored the investigation. 
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Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once their review is finished, the LASD will evaluate 
the actions of the personnel within the application of policy, procedures and 
tactics. 
 
Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be 
received through CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 
 

*** UPDATE *** 

The employees involved in the deputy involved shooting have been identified as Deputy 

Adonay Molina, Deputy Leonel Mejia Vasquez, Deputy David Pantoja, Deputy Daisy 

Rosales, Deputy Michael McMorrow, Deputy Michael Lopez, Deputy Juan Bendezu, 

and Lieutenant Noe Garcia. 

 


