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06-27-2019  

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS), at 320 Gerhart Avenue, Los Angeles 
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts 
as we currently know them. 
 
On June 27, 2019, at approximately 10:58 pm, two deputies assigned to East Los 
Angeles Sheriff’s Station, conducted a traffic stop at 320 Gerhart Avenue, Los Angeles, 
of a 2005 Audi sedan after it failed to stop at a stop sign.  The driver yielded and the 
deputies approached the vehicle.         
 
When the driver deputy smelled the odor of burnt marijuana coming from the car, she 
detained the driver and seated him in the back seat of the patrol vehicle.   
 
The second deputy contacted the front passenger, Paul David Rea, an 18 year-old 
resident of Los Angeles, and escorted him to the front of the patrol car.  At the patrol 
vehicle, Rea pulled away from the deputy and punched him in the head with his fist.  A 
struggle ensued, during which, the deputy felt a handgun in Rea’s waistband area.  
During the struggle, the deputy pushed Rea away to create distance, as Rea attempted 
to retrieve the handgun from his waistband. In response, the deputy fired four shots at 
Rea.   
 
Paul Rea was struck by the shots and immediately fell to the ground.  Assisting deputies 
arrived shortly after and provided emergency medical treatment until the arrival of Los 
Angeles County Fire Department Paramedics.  Rea sustained gunshot wounds to the 
arms, right thigh, and neck and was transported to Los Angeles County – USC Medical 
Center where he was pronounced dead.   
 
The deputy involved in the shooting was transported to a nearby hospital where he was 
treated for a concussion and a shoulder injury.  No other civilians or deputies were 
injured in the incident.    
 
A Glock Compact, Model 27, .40 caliber semi-automatic pistol, loaded with 9 rounds 
was recovered from Paul Rea. 
 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Internal Affairs 
Bureau (IAB), the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded to view the incident scene. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation was forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of 
the personnel within the application of policy, procedures and tactics. 
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Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 
 

*** UPDATE *** 
The employee involved in the deputy involved shooting has been identified as Deputy 
Hector Saavedra. 
 
 


