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06-12-2020 

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at 38360 20th Street East, Palmdale  
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 
 
On June 12, 2020, in the early afternoon, three suspects committed an armed 
carjacking in the City of South Gate.  They stole a late model Dodge Charger, which 
was later located traveling on the northbound 14 freeway and followed by a single 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) Sergeant, on a motorcycle.     
 
At the request of the CHP, patrol units from Palmdale Sheriff’s Station responded to 
assist the CHP Sergeant in the Agua Dulce area.  The vehicle, containing the carjacking 
suspects attempted to flee and a vehicle pursuit was initiated by the Highway Patrol, 
assisted by Sheriff’s Deputies and a Sheriff’s Aero helicopter.  The pursuit continued for 
approximately 20 miles and reached speeds in excess of 100 miles per hour.  The 
stolen vehicle exited the 14 Freeway at Palmdale Boulevard and continued east until it 
collided with a stopped vehicle at the intersection of 20th Street East.  
 
Following the collision, all three suspects ran from the stolen vehicle, armed with 
firearms.  Deputies chased the suspects as they fled from the vehicle.  Anthony 
Cardoza, a 19 year-old from Los Angeles, was armed with a semi-automatic shotgun 
and fell while running from the vehicle.  He was immediately disarmed and taken into 
custody. 
 
The other two suspects, 38 year-old Ranfere Pina and 25 year-old Tony Rocha Lugo, 
both from Los Angeles, were each armed with handguns.  Tony Lugo fired seven shots 
from his Glock, .45 caliber semi-automatic pistol at pursuing deputies.  Deputies 
returned fire and Lugo was struck several times.  Ranfere Pina, who was also armed 
with a .45 caliber handgun, surrendered and was arrested without further incident.   
   
Tony Rocha Lugo was treated at the scene by CHP Officers and Los Angeles County 
Fire Paramedics and then transported to Antelope Valley Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead. 
 
Detectives recovered Anthony Cardoza’s Heckler & Koch, 12 gauge semi-automatic 

shotgun loaded with six live rounds, Ranfere Pina’s Norinco Arms, .45 caliber, semi-

automatic handgun loaded with six live rounds, and Tony Lugo’s Glock, .45 caliber, 

semi-automatic handgun, with seven expended .45 caliber shell casings.   

LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG), Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded and monitored the investigation. 
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Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once the District Attorney’s Office investigation is 
completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of the personnel within the 
application of policy, procedures and tactics. 
 
Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 
 

*** UPDATE *** 

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department employees involved in the deputy 

involved shooting have been identified as Deputy Joshua Mejia, and Deputy 

Christopher McDonald. 

 
 


