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05-30-2020 

LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) at 3101 East Imperial Highway, Lynwood 
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 
 
On May 30, 2020, at approximately 0146 hours, officers from the Bell Police 
Department attempted to stop a black Chevy Tahoe for reckless driving and believed 
that the driver may have been intoxicated.  The driver, 37 year-old Compton resident 
Jose Martinez, failed to yield to the officers and a pursuit ensued.   
 
The pursuit was initiated in the city of Bell and entered Century Sheriff Station’s area at 
approximately 0246 hours.  During the pursuit, South Gate Police Officers successfully 
deployed spike strips near the intersection of Long Beach Boulevard and Sanborn 
Avenue, Lynwood.  Despite his tires being flat, Martinez continued driving west on 
Imperial Highway from Long Beach Boulevard and ultimately stopped on Imperial 
Highway just east of State Street.   Deputies and assisting police officers stopped 
behind Martinez’ vehicle in an effort to safely apprehend Jose Martinez. 

 
Deputies and officers positioned themselves behind Martinez’s vehicle and gave him 
verbal commands to surrender.  During the stand-off, Martinez leaned out the open 
driver’s window and pointed a handgun at the law enforcement personnel.  In response, 
two Bell Police Department Officers and four Deputy Sheriffs fired at Jose Martinez.   
 
Martinez remained alert but uncooperative inside his vehicle, failing to surrender.  In an 
effort to eliminate the obstructed view into the Tahoe provided by the tinted windows, a 
deputy fired four less lethal stunbag rounds, breaking some of the tinted windows of the 
vehicle.  Martinez briefly exited the Tahoe with his hands up, but then moved to re-enter 
via the driver’s door.  A Bell Gardens officer deployed his police K-9 to prevent Martinez 
from re-entering his vehicle and again arming himself.   
 
Martinez grappled with the K-9 and grabbed it around the neck as deputies formed an 
arrest team and approached him with a shield.  Martinez continued to resist and a Taser 
was employed to gain his compliance.  Deputies were eventually able to handcuff 
Martinez and take him into custody.  

 
Jose Martinez was treated at the scene by Los Angeles County Fire Department 
Paramedics and transported to Saint Francis Medical Center with non-life threatening 
injuries.  Martinez sustained a gunshot wound to his head, his left leg and left arm.  
Martinez tested positive for methamphetamine at the time of his hospitalization.  
 
Investigators recovered a 9mm semi-automatic pistol from the driver’s side floorboard of 
Martinez’ vehicle.  There were no markings or serial number on the firearm and no live 
rounds in the weapon.   
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Four deputies and two Bell Police Officers fired a total of 49 rounds during the incident. 
 

No deputies, officers or other civilians were injured during the incident. 
   
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Internal Affairs 
Bureau (IAB), the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded and monitored the investigation. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once the District Attorney’s Office investigation is 
completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of the personnel within the 
application of policy, procedures and tactics. 
 
Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 

*** UPDATE *** 

 

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department employees involved in the deputy 

involved shooting have been identified as Deputy Nicholas Carey, Deputy Eric Slattery, 

Deputy Nicholas Alrich, and Deputy Andrew Roxas. 

 
The officers involved in the officer involved shooting were employees of the Bell Police 
Department. 


