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03-16-2019 
  
LASD Deputy Involved Shooting (DIS) Lancaster Sheriff’s Station area  
 
The following information is based on facts determined from an investigation into 
the incident described.  The investigation is ongoing and as witnesses are 
interviewed, evidence is analyzed and reports are reviewed, our understanding of 
the facts may change.  The details described below accurately reflect the facts as 
we currently know them. 
 
On March 16, 2019, an anonymous caller notified Palmdale Sheriff’s Station that 
Timothy Beckwith, a 48 year-old Lancaster resident, had a warrant for his arrest.  The 
caller added that Beckwith was presently inside his trailer, parked in the driveway of a 
residence in the 4000 block of Karling Place, Lancaster.   
 
Palmdale Station desk personnel confirmed that Timothy John Beckwith was wanted for 
Assault Resulting in Great Bodily Injury and that a “No Bail” warrant had been issued.  
The information was passed to patrol units and deputies responded to 4040 Karling 
Place, Lancaster, to contact Beckwith, however there was no answer after they knocked 
on his trailer door. 
 
Later that evening, the same anonymous caller contacted Palmdale Sheriff’s Station a 
second time and advised that Beckwith had returned to the trailer.  Again, this 
information was relayed to field units, so Deputies returned a second time and knocked 
on the trailer door.   
 
The uniformed deputies identified themselves and instructed Beckwith to open the 
trailer door.  In response, Timothy Beckwith told the deputies he had a gun and was not 
coming out.  A short time later, the trailer door swung open and Beckwith was hunched 
over at the threshold.  He reportedly raised a gun and pointed the barrel at the deputy 
standing just outside the trailer door.  Immediately, both deputies fired multiple rounds 
at Beckwith before he re-entered the trailer and refused to exit.  The deputies continued 
to talk with Beckwith, but he remained in the trailer and refused to come out. 
 
The Sheriff’s Department Special Enforcement Bureau (SEB) was summoned to handle 
the barricaded suspect incident.  Subsequently, the team arrived at the scene and 
efforts to apprehend Beckwith continued.  After efforts by the Crisis Negotiation Team 
(CNT) to convince Beckwith to surrender failed, deputies introduced tear gas into the 
trailer.  Beckwith exited the trailer and pointed a handgun at deputies which resulted in 
one SEB Deputy firing at the suspect.  Beckwith again retreated into the trailer. 
 
Subsequently, SEB Deputies entered the trailer and located the suspect.  Timothy 
Beckwith had sustained multiple gunshot wounds and was treated by Emergency 
Services Detail Paramedics.  He was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
No deputies or other civilians were injured in the incident. 
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No handgun was located at the scene, although a cylindrical, metal object resembling 
the barrel of a handgun was recovered.      
 
LASD Homicide investigators responded to the scene to conduct interviews, 
follow up and process the scene.  Representatives from the Internal Affairs 
Bureau (IAB), the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), and the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office, Justice System Integrity Division (JSID) also 
responded to view the incident scene. 
 
Once completed, the criminal investigation will be forwarded to the District 
Attorney’s Office to determine if the force used by the involved personnel 
violated any criminal laws.  Once completed, the LASD will evaluate the actions of 
the personnel within the application of policy, procedures and tactics. 
 
Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to call Sheriff’s 
Homicide at 323-890-5500.  Anonymous tips may be received through 
CRIMESTOPPERS at 800-222-8477. 
 

*** UPDATE *** 
The employees involved in the deputy involved shooting have been identified as Deputy 
Ronald Barrientos, Deputy Jonathan Blue, and Deputy Raul Magadan. 


