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Good morning,

Please see the response that was provided to AAB in reference to the Tech Crew.  If you have
additional questions. Please feel free to email me. 

Based on the request it would appear that there is a misunderstanding of what functions the Tech
Crew performs.  The Tech Crew provides technical assistance for investigative units.  The Tech Crew
does not handle investigations from start to finish.  The Tech Crew can provide technical surveillance
(audio/video and GPS) but does not do traditional surveillance of individual persons.  When the Tech
Crew receives a request for audio or video recordings the request would be made for a particular
location such as a jail cell or a holding cell inside a court lock up, or a room of some sort.  The
Requesting Investigative Officer does not give the Tech Crew the name or names of the individuals
they will be recording. 

The request is too broad in general, the following is a quick break down of each point of their request:

1. All surveillance logs from January 1, 2018 to the present
• See next response

2. All activity logs from January 1, 2018 to the present
• All our activity is documented on the same log form, there is no difference.
• Tech Crew averages around 80 or so logs a month. They can go as low as 50 and

over 100.  They are double sided forms so we would be talking about
approximately 5,500 to 6,000 pages for all of them.

• Most of the cases Tech Crew works on are for Homicide, a good portion of those
cases are still active and not adjudicated therefore we would be unable to release
that information.  Besides Homicide, Tech Crew works with Special Victims
Bureau and some of the logs contain victim or victim’s family member
information and we would not be able to release that information.  To verify if
any of these cases are adjudicated or if the information is releasable would have
to be done through a request to the individual unit that originated the job.

3. A list of individuals on whom the Tech Crew conducted surveillance for the period of January 1,
2018 to the present

• This is not what the Tech Crew does, in general the Tech Crew does not perform
traditional surveillance.  Tech Crew would be given a request by a unit to install
audio and/or video surveillance equipment in a specific location (like a jail cell or
a particular room where a crime may be occurring).  We would not be given the
name of any suspects or persons in question so we would not be able to provide
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a list as requested. 
 

4. All documents and information regarding Tech Crew surveillance activities
•         By “documents” they referred to all files, video and audio recordings.  This

request would be hundreds of Terabytes of information and is evidence of
crimes.  The Tech Crew would recover this evidence, which could come from a 
home or business DVR or it could be one of our recording devices. This evidence
would then be turned over to the Investigating Officer who made the initial
request.  The requestor would have to contact each individual Investigating
Officer, or his or her unit, to request a copy of the evidence as the Tech Crew
would be unable to release this evidence. 

•         All other documentation of our activities would be recorded in our activity logs.
 

5. All policies applicable to the Tech Crew
•         All policies within the Manual of Policy and Procedures apply to the Tech Crew

 
6. All Unit Orders applicable to the Tech Crew

 

Sergeant Veronica Chau
Audit and Accountability Bureau
901 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 310
Monterey Park, CA 91754
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