
E-Mail Request 
 
From: Jordan‐Johnson, Tracy  
Sent: Friday, January 8, 2021 11:57 AM 
To: Moore, Rodney K.  
Cc: Williams, Ingrid  
Subject: COC Requests for Information 
 

This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and attachments 
   

LASD-Captain Rodney Moore, 
 
I hope this communication finds you well.  Attached you will find to requests for 
information from the Civilian Oversight Commission (COC).  We look forward to your 
timely response.  Take care and stay safe! 
 
 
 
Tracy Jordan-Johnson, MNCM, BPA 
Principal Staff Analyst, Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 
County of Los Angeles  
Executive Office of the Board of Supervisors  
350 S. Figueroa St., Ste. 288 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Ph.: (213)  
Cell: (213)  
E-mail:  
Website:  
 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Flickr @LACountyCOC. 

 

          

 
 
 
**Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of 
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information.  Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the intended 
recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original 
message.** 
 



 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

SHERIFF CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 
World Trade Center 

350 South Figueroa Street, Suite 288, Los Angeles California 90071 
(213) 253-5678 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 7, 2021 
 
To:   AAB Captain Rodney Moore 
  Los Angeles County Sheriff Department (LASD) 
  Audits & Accountability Bureau (AAB) 
 
From:  Ingrid Williams 
  Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 
 
REQUEST FOR POLICY AND/OR INFORMATION: 
 
To further the mission of the Civilian Oversight Commission (COC), the COC requests 
the following:  
 
1. That the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) provide the COC with the 

current status of and on-going updates and/or changes to the application of your 
LASD Evictions Protocol and the Super-Spreader Task Force Policy/Protocol during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.   
 

2. To further the LASD goal to be transparent with data the COC requests that the 
LASD posts the following non-confidential information on the LASD public website: 
 

a. Eviction data such as the number of requests received, by area, etc. 
b. Super-spreader task force data such as the numbers of arrests, detainees, 

citations, locations targeted, etc. 
 

REASON FOR REQUEST: 
Fulfilment of this request will enable the COC members to attain a greater 
understanding of the LASD public safety services and efforts.   
 
WHEN SPECIFIC INFORMATION IS NEEDED: 
  

Please provide a response to this request by no later than January  22, 2021.   
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
 

Please feel free to contact Mrs. Tracy Jordan-Johnson at 
 should you have any additional questions or concerns.  

Please cc Ms. Ingrid Williams at  on all correspondence.  

 
Brian K. Williams 

Executive Director 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Lael Rubin 
Chair 

 
Robert C. Bonner 

Commissioner 
 

Patti Giggans 
Commissioner 

  
James P. Harris 
Commissioner 

 

Sean Kennedy 
Commissioner 

 

Priscilla Ocen 
Commissioner 

 
Xavier Thompson 

Commissioner 
 

Casimiro Tolentino 
Vice-Chair 

 

Vacant 
Commissioner 
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1. Current Status to the application of your LASD Evictions Protocol 

 
The role of the Sheriff’s Department in the eviction process is simply to enforce valid 
writs of possession.  A writ of possession is a court order, signed by a judge, allowing 
someone to take possession of a piece of real estate or personal property.  California 
Code of Civil Procedure and California Government Codes1, do not permit the Sheriff to 
exercise any discretion as to whether it will enforce a writ.  Evictions are ordered by the 
Superior Court (Court) and eviction proceedings are instituted by landlords.  Writs of 
possession are the subsequent court orders and these orders must be enforced within 
180 days.  The Sheriff’s Department then conducts a “lockout” of such lawful orders.    
 
On March 19, 2020, a strict Stay at Home Order was issued by Governor Gavin 
Newsom (Emergency Order N-33-20).   The order requested all citizens to remain at 
home unless they were an essential worker.  During this early phase of the pandemic 
the Sheriff chose to “pause” the enforcement of all writs of possession in order to 
ensure no one was forced to relocate during this time period.  This pause was simply a 
rescheduling of current lawful writs to a future date, but within the 90 day enforcement 
period.  As these dates began approaching, the Department requested the parties 
obtain a certified emergency order by the Court to ensure any writs were not COVID-19 
related.   
 
Currently, per the state and county moratoriums, the Court is not entering judgments on 
unlawful detainer2 complaints that are subject to the moratorium(s).  If an unlawful 
detainer complaint/eviction proceeding has been filed and the judgment entered is in 
favor of the landlord, and a writ of possession issued by the Court, then a determination 
has already been made by the Court that the eviction proceeding is not subject to a 
moratorium.  The Sheriff’s Department is not permitted to question the Court’s judgment 
and attempt to look behind a writ of possession that is valid on its face.  By statute, the 
Sheriff is charged with the ministerial task of executing valid court orders, including writs 
of possession.   
 
Before any actual lockout, the Department posts a 5 day notice to vacate.  This gives 
the tenant the opportunity to go to the court to seek an order to halt the actual lockout 
for whatever reason -- COVID, other emergency, etc.  If the court finds a reason to 
delay/stop the lockout, it can issue a court order to that effect.  Once a lockout is 
calendared, members of the Civil Management Bureau review the location and assess 
the potential need for any county services (Mental Health Team, Adult Protective 
Services, etc.) the occupants may need.  The deputies who then serve the lockout will 
either bring those services with them or educate the occupants on what may be 
available to them.   
 
 
 
 

2. Eviction data such as the number of requests received, by area, etc. 
should be posted on the LASD website. 

                                                
1 Relevant California Civil Codes and Government Codes, CCP 715.050, 262.1,  & CGC 26608, 26660, 
26664 
2 An unlawful detainer refers to the individual who remains in possession of a property when they have no 
legal right to it. 



CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION RESPONSE FOR INFORMATION 
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Should the Sheriff decide he wants to publish this information, the Civil Management 
Bureau can provide the total number of writs of possession they receive from the public.  
However, due to computer software limitations, they cannot query the number by 
location or area.   
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