CouNnTY OF LOS ANGELES

ALEX VILLANUEVA, SHERIFF

February 9, 2021

The Honorable Hilda Solis

Chair, Board of Supervisors

County of Los Angeles

856 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
8500 West Temple Street,

Los Angeles, California, 90012

Dear Supervisor Solis:
ETHICAL VIOLATIONS OF FIRST DISTRICT JUSTICE DEPUTY

I would like to bring your attention to the shocking behavior I have been made
aware of executed by your Justice Deputy Esther Lim. Behavior, which can
only be described as appalling. Ms. Lim’s Twitter social media account,
displays both hatred and intentional bias, two character traits I know you do
not endorse. I have attached numerous recent samples from her Twitter
account, which illustrate her detestable behavior.

As you review these posts, you will witness examples of racial bias, gender
bias, age bias, political activism, lewdness, vulgarity, bullying, false
representation, support of online “trolling,” support of online “doxing,”
allegations of deputies committing murder, and a gross lack of professionalism
and judgement. Additionally, Ms. Lim tweeted her support for anarchists, and
in one post even shared her disappointment Los Angeles County (County) did
not make the list of being designated by the United States Department of
Justice as an “anarchist jurisdiction.” As Chair of the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors and a civic leader during the many examples of civil
disorder by ANTIFA in 2020, this must be difficult to learn.

Several of these slanderous and profanity laden examples were disrespectfully
and personally directed at numerous elected officials. On one occasion,
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Ms. Lim publicized and circulated the link of a “harmful fake account,” created
to harass me; this account was soon banned by Twitter for numerous policy
violations. You may also be surprised to learn the majority of these examples
I have presented to you appear to have occurred during her regular work
hours. I refuse to believe her attacks on democratically elected officials
represent your personal beliefs. I was disappointed by this news, knowing she
is a representative of your office.

Also, note several profanity filled posts irresponsibly spread falsehoods and
propaganda regarding my voluntary appearance at the December 17, 2020,
Civilian Oversight Commission (COC) meeting. Apparently, Ms. Lim was
typing these attacks on me during the meeting as I spoke, and in at least one
thread, had a real time exchange with COC Commissioner Priscilla Ocen during
the meeting. By the standard used for County employees, doing this during
working hours and in such a high profile manner, she is viewed as acting in
her official capacity and was a representative of your office.

Of equal concern is the fact some of these examples suggest information she
may have learned of in a confidential setting. She eludes to allegations as facts
in generalized statements regarding the character and criminal behavior of my
deputies, which as you know places the County in a vicarious position for civil
liability, as well as stokes the fires of hatred.

One disturbing statement, bordering on the incitement of violence, read, “This
1s not a few bad apples. The whole damn orchard needs to be torched.
#DefundPolice.” As you can imagine, it was disheartening for our Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department (Department) members to learn of your Justice
Deputy’s disparagement for them and the entire profession of law
enforcement, especially at a time peace officers are being targeted and violently
assaulted simply because they wear a uniform. It is also worrisome the hagteful
bias she publicly exudes on a weekly basis towards the Department, which
may be affecting the public safety of the County both indirectly and directly,
since she is your gatekeeper for public safety issues and our Departments
conduit to you.

Over the last several months, I have requested to meet with you approximately
six times and have requested your attendance at no less than two press
conferences; all of which were denied or went unanswered until we virtually
met yesterday on February 8, 2021. Additionally, we have recently been
limited as to the number of Board letters we can present at the Public Safety
Cluster Agenda Review (CAR) meetings by Ms. Lim, which significantly
reduces our ability to institute positive change towards public safety. A total of
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five letters and/or presentations per week from 21 separate County
departments is draconian, irresponsible, and does not best serve the residents
of the County. In light of Ms. Lim’s behavior, I must now suspect whether you
were even aware of these issues at all.

The intentional bias displayed by Ms. Lim has surely altered the possibility of a
good working relationship, and it is the community who ultimately suffers.
Her actions and false information contribute to the erosion of trust and have
damaged me personally, as well as the perceived legitimacy of the Department.
Moving forward, I do not see how Ms. Lim can remain effective as our bridge to
you on public safety concerns. Despite the volume of posts provided as
examples, I choose to believe they are not indicative of your own beliefs
regarding the men and women of this great organization and the law
enforcement profession.

The First Amendment does not exempt a person from administrative
consequences for their choices and actions, especially when their statements
have an easily identified direct nexus to the workplace, are unethical, violate
policy, and bring embarrassment to the County. Personally, I immediately
removed my former Chief of Staff from his position, as well as took swift
administrative action against him for a single occurrence of posting a
statement, which was perceived as insensitive in nature; I have provided you
with 37 separate occurrences for Ms. Lim, all of which are far more offensive.

As a member of our County family, I look forward to the outcome of what I
trust will be the appropriate administrative action.

Should you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter further,
please feel free to contact me at

Sincerely,

AV

ALEX VILLANUEVA
SHERIFF
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(Sheriff’s Information Bureau)

c: Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell, Second District, Board of Supervisors
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, Third District, Board of Supervisors
Supervisor Janice Hahn, Fourth District, Board of Supervisors
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, Fifth District, Board of Supervisors
Fesia Davenport, Chief Executive Officer, Chief Executive Office
Lisa Garrett, Director of Personnel, Department of Human Resources
Rodrigo A. Castro-Silva, County Counsel, Office of the County Counsel
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Was wondering when we'd see a fake Sheriff account
trolling him & the Department!
22 here it is: twitter.com/joemischo/stat...
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And Sheriff Villanueva has the audacity to say he was a
sponsor of this bill.
Fool, what you should have done is not provide cover
for your deputies from any wrongdoing & held them
accountable.
#*KobeBryant
AP AP Sports@ @AP Sports Sep
There is a new law in California prompted by the helicopter crash that killed Kobe
Bryant, his daughter and seven others. it makes it a crime for first responders to
take unauthorized photos of deceased pecple at the scene of an accident or

crime
apne.ws/2isAK3b
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e G The Sheriff keeps getting donated to him and the

Department but they don't even use them.

“..In'Los Angeles County, the largest local jurisdiction in . , |
They should give it to folx who will and need it—people

the nation, no sheriff should be elected. It's time to face Ny, .
In jails come to mind.
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w_._m: E3aental o cﬁ” m:x_u_ _dmb i :Jm_ _o:ﬂ noawsfog It should go without saying that we need to get people
ut necessary path to bring about that change. out of the jails NOW!
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| want to thank the US Zhejiang
General Chamber of Commerce
who graciously donated 72,000

& masks & 1150+ hand sanitizers to
e et RaR .. earlier today. The

H e o masks will be dispersed throughout
the department to help keep our
personnel safe & protected during
the pandemic.
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Sheriff said that it's a cottage industry to sue cops. If
the police stopped engaging in idk shooting and
murdering people then yeah, Im sure folks will stop
suing.
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LA Sheriff loves to spin. He purported that a) he
attended COC meeting voluntarily—WRONG & now he
said the judge dropped contempt hearing bc there was
something wrong w/legality of subpoena—WRONG. He
dropped it bc you agreed to come to the next COC
meeting

luage drops contempt hearing after Villanueva agrees to attend oversight meet
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he should

add an asterisk. It doesn’t include the people his

When the Sheriff of LA says
deputies shot and killed.
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Also, sheriff limiting his time to 1 hour for COC
meeting? Not how that works. You stay until COC says
they're done. Commish shouldn’t be rushing through
their questions because the sheriff says he’s only going
to be there for 1 hour. | don't recall subpoena having a
time limit.
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Also COC neads to just subpoena him to appear for every COC meeting
Also double check if the sheriff limiting his own time is even legal
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Nothing Mitch does surprises me. We should all
collectively agree that he's not going to do anything for
anyone even if they're starving or dying.

He's a fucking racist asshole.
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I am so fucking pissed with the COC.

.’ Esther | 0 A0 | Haw| @EstherNMNLim - Dec 17 2020

STOP DEFERRING TO THE SHERIFF. HE WORKS FCR US, HE ANSWERS TO US

HE KNOWS WHEN THESE MEETINGS TAKE PLACE, STOP THANKING HIS CORRUPRT
ASS. DEMAND THAT HE SHOW UP AT ALL COC MEETINGS. IF NOT, SUBPOENA
HIM!! twitter.com/EstherNMNLim/s..

1259 PM . Dec 17, 2020 from Los Angeles. CA - Twitter tor iPhon
1 Retweer 4 Likes
~ ~ F
® 1 N L 0

Priscilla Ocen

. ./1_ Iying tr ._“ 5 J JL;
Please note that _ did not thank him for attending. He is required to atteng
COC meetings by ordinance and legally compelled to do so by at least two
pending subpoenas.
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< ' You're always the exception <mc should have _umma given all the time needed
‘ 10 get your guestions answered.

He feigns cooperation. | have no faith that he Il show up when the COC asks

COC is going to have to keep subpoenaing im,
And yes, you re nght. Ordinance + subpoena

T
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Show rep

Jessica Pishko @JessPish  Des 17, 2020
Replying to @EstherNMNLIm

The thank-yous were a little much...and then the shenf closed by lobbing
bombs at Comm. Ocen.
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'ABC News. Republicans have secured the necessary

votes for her confirmation. abenws/358VDmz
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LATEST: Justice Clarence Thomas is expected to administer the official
constitutional oath to Amy Coney Barrett at the White House tonight,

administration official tells

@ ABC News @ =45 Ot 26 2000
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Fuck 2020.
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You called Black boys and Black men “super predators”.
They shouldn't be voting for your racist, bigoted, sexist,

& everything-phobic ass.

*Ahem @kanyewest @50cent @icecube @LilTunechi

and whoever the fuck else who lost their damn fucking

minds.
#VoteBlueToEndTheNightmare
twitter.com/realDonaldTrum...

This Tweet 15 unavailable.

10:27 AM « Nov 1, 2020 from Los Angeles, CA - Twitter for iPhone
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Kind of mad that LA isn't on this list :/

Q NBC New York @ @NBCNewYork - Sep 21, 2020
#BREAKING: US Department of Justice designates #NYC as an anarchist
Jurisdiction 4.nbcny.com/3udQqr4

1:07 AM - Sep 21, 2020 from Los Angeles, CA - Twitter for iPhone
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Yikes!!! &

This needs to get fixed ASAP!!!

We had all those fuck ups during the Primary, you'd
think this would get resolved for the General!

() KTLA D

- - 7 \ i 2 & P a sl s o all~te . - a P 7
20mMe £, 1UV LA, Lountly volers received mail-in ballots with no way to vote for

- - Y - e faa . \
president ktla.com/news/californi..
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Oh my fucking God noooooo!!!! Why the fuck would
you do this to me 1]
Am | gonna have to freeze these fucking things?!?

. x D = = [ = =Ny - & ha = i . g . n o ]} a
3C0 Bell removes Mexican Pizza and other items as it finishes menu streamlir ng
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A total slap in the face of all our health workers.
| don't think they want us to applaud, they want us to

stay the fuck home and wear our fucking masks.
#COVID19 #WearAMask **

@ sith Lord 2 @MMLXXX - Dec 17, 2020
Bro we really at 0% ICU cap and the fucking mall is apen Imaccoo

Show this threac

12:57 PM - Dec 18, 2020 from Los Angeles, CA - Twitter for iPhone
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Fuck ‘em. #CovidVaccine

White House Officials Who Completely Mismanaged The Pan...

\ A - - ~ - - -

Hours after the White House confirmed that administration

yficials would receive vaccinations soon. Trump announced
“bu Inews.col
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This is v evident w/custody deputies in the jails. They
are s000000 young, look super scared, & can't tell you
how many of them are fiscally & are socially
irresponsible when their shift is done (they fuck up
during their shift too) like DUIs, DV, steroids (so many
roided cops)

a
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Esther | 0| AL | ,iw| @EstherNMNLim - Dec 8, 2020

neplying to @tstherNiviNL

Trust, if they say they re not scared, they re lying. When they are, they Il use
force more often than not. perceive fear that s not there, or be in fear for
every little thing.

The other thing is that during training, their FTOs will perpetuate the us vs
them mindset. Not good.

' ** P, T 2 Tip
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Yup & LASD covered it up by protecting the deputies
who did it & won't allow the Inspector General to
conduct an independent investigation.

#KobeBryant

) .lustin""“BoIdaji w2laly @justinboldaji - Sep 22, 202¢
LA céps took cell phone pictures of the dead bodies of Kobe & his 8 year old
daughter & showed them to women at bars to impress them. But yea reform ok

‘ Esther | 0 20 | i
S ©EstherNMNLim

But nothing about his deputies harassing surviving
families of deputy violence? Or prematurely or the
malicious sharing of victims info of deputy violence to
media?

The sheriff & deputies can move, these families can't
afford to. Some deputies don't even live in LAC.

& Claudia Peschiutta @) -~ Fepoterlauns Do

Asked for evidence. Villanueva says: 'We also got banners across fine freeways
with my name and address...|'ve had fliers made with my name, my home address
and plastered on telephane polls like wanted posters and we've also had the same
thing happen to our deputies.’

Q [ W, T B Tip
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1st of all, .M wants to complain about their folks getting
doxxed, but don't give &4 & about &2 when they
plaster false, unchecked, or maligning info all over
media & harass surviving fams of someone they shot &
murdered? Ok, no.

At least they can afford to move. These fams can't.
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is RE this
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Justified killing of ) by showing
videos they wanted to show from his cell phone photo
gallery & some angles of the fixed camera footage.

said Dijon had his hands up briefly, but you can
see his hands up the entire time UNTIL a deputy
manhandles him.

A, Sandra Hernandez
~ - . :

Always curious how law enforcement sez it can't show video for privacy

mning about ¢

ded to damage that person's s

Esther | Ol A0 |yl therNMN
. exactly. | find 1t unethical that they will disparage a victim DURING an active

DA will prosecute & impact any civil or cnminal

It's devastating ‘or the surviving families, Pouring salt on a wound
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Trust, if they say they're not scared, they're lying. When
they are, they'll use force more often than not, perceive
fear that's not there, or be in fear for every little thing.
The other thing is that during training, their FTOs will

perpetuate the us vs them mindset. Not good.

w Esther | 0 A 04 | ol
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What does it say about that they boldly lie
about what happened to when there are
tons of video backing that she identified herself verbally
& w/press badge?

S0 not surprising that they'll flip the script when there's
vid of them murdering someone.

LA County Sheriffs

23.5K Tweets

Tweets & replies Media Likes

rg LA County Sheriffs @ o 4 1-

o (2/3) During his arrest, a m:,cmm_m

2 ensued at which time a female adult
ran towards the deputies, ignored
repeated commands to stay back as

they struggled with the male and
interfered with the arrest...

LA County Sheriffs @& A 10h
“q (3/3) The female adult, who was
™ |ater identified as a member of the
press, did not identify herself as

press and later admitted she did not
have proper press credentials on her
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This is not about a few bad apples. The whole damn
_ , rchar S r :
Also, getting killed by the police is now THE leading orchard needs to be torched
cause of death for young Black men in America. @ Kristen Clarke

YRS ' & cdran kick man it

9.3M views
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Defunding & abolishing law enforcement isn't “sad’, "radical” or “unwise"?
Non-law enforcement response is better, people won't get shot/killed, &
can be regulated.

Community is way past “considering"”; they're there.

Editorial: Villanueva is the best advertisement for muscular sheriff ov...
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Event password is COC123

% Esther | O|AG] | sl @Esther

B The @LACountyCOC is hosting a virtual town hall to discuss the LA Sheriff's
Department recent killings of #DijonKizzie & #AndresGuardado

1) Register bit.ly/3IKFI28

2) Speak up! Demand justice! Demand answers! No one is above the law!
#BlackLivesMatter *®

nosung a virwdir 1Owir ndir. 1ne PUDiic 1s
encouraged to attend and share their thoughts
at this community listening session.

Virtual Town Hall
Thursday, September 3
6:00 - 8:00 pm

As the Commission works to boost

transparency and accountability, community

tomsassh to ouidhal & alo -

S o wwm Bersasta bk ale a

0 Esther | A0 | iu|
A MUST READ!!!

@ Loyola Law School

Loyola Law School
Loyola Marymount Unkversity
Contad bo haverdila Law L Policy

DEPUTY
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No mention of Supervisor Solis, but she was the
deciding THIRD vote.

She also amended to make sure the report back would
be presented to the PUBLIC at the 1/5/21 board
meeting AND to ensure Supervisor-Elect Holly Mitchell
would be part of the process.

B Esther | ofl A | sl

It's going to be tough for new DA to
get his staff to make these deep cultural shifts to start
embracing restorative justice—not punishment.
Incarceration just doesn't work. You can't criminalize
poverty, mental iliness, & substance use dependencies.

n.U Frank Stoltze

Sl ses questions whether

n
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