
OIG E-Mail Request 
 
From: Kase, Elliot  
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 9:36 AM 
To: Kneer, Dennis M.  
Subject: Request for Information‐ Malibu/Lost Hills Station  
 

This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and attachments 

 
 
   
Good morning Chief Kneer, 
 
I hope this finds you well. Last week I read an article on‐line from “The Acorn” by Ian Bradley where it 
discusses Malibu/Lost Hills Station goal to raise $10,500 through the station’s “non‐profit foundation” to 
purchase additional riot gear and non‐lethal crowd control measures, e.g., pepper ball guns and 40‐
millimeter rubber‐bullet launcher. The article goes on to quote Captain Becerra who said that he 
supports the right to a peaceful protest, but wants his deputies prepared for the possibility that even 
“benign” protests can sometimes turn violent.   
 
That said, I am respectfully asking for the following information specifically as it relates to Malibu/Lost 
Hills Station: 

 Copies of all Department policies, directives, etc., that govern the management and 
oversight of the station’s “non‐profit” foundation 

 What is each step of the approval process for any purchases made with these funds 

 How is the equipment tracked 
 
Your time and attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 
Regards,  
Elliot  
 
Elliot Kase, Inspector 
Los Angeles County Office of Inspector General 
312 South Hill Street, Third Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Business:  
Cell:  
Email:  



From: Becerra, Salvador
To: OIG/COC Requests
Subject: Request from OIG
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 3:18:51 PM

Hello,

Elliot Kase from OIG sent me a request for information.  Here’s the answer to his request. 
 And should I forward this email to him as well? 

With respect to the request made by Mr. Elliot of the Office of Inspector General, there are no
internal polices or directives specific to Malibu/Lost Hills Sheriff’s Station which govern our
civilian run “foundation,” or dictate the procedures for the procurement of
equipment/supplies.   The Malibu/Lost Hills Sheriff’s Station Foundation is recognized as a
501(c) 3 non-profit organization (#FD ), and therefore falls under the prevue of
the Internal Revenue Service and the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors as it pertains to
the acceptance and disbursements of fund amounts.

In terms of “approval processes,” any request for equipment that is to be purchased by the
Foundation should be made by the station’s Foundation representative, which at this time is
Deputy . Deputy is to provide the Foundation with a description of the
request, and when an initial approval is given by their governing board, he will provide them
with an itemized invoice from an approved Department vendor. In the case in question,

 is not only an approved vendor, they also have an existing contract
with the Sheriff’s Department to supply certain less than lethal weapons systems and their
associated munitions. Generally, once final approval has been given, the items will be ordered
directly by the Foundation who will send them a check for payment. In rare instances (such as
the purchase of less than lethal weapons), the Foundation will provide Deputy the
payment check already made out to the company for the agreed upon price – he will then
attach the payment to any internal paperwork which may be required to purchase more
sensitive items, and then send the order off. None of the station’s personnel have the ability
to remove funds from the Foundation’s account.

To be certain of this information, on September 21, 2020, I contacted personnel assigned to
both the Special Enforcement Bureau and the Training Bureau’s Advanced Officer Training
(AOT) Unit.  explained that the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
maintains an exclusive purchasing contract with  (

) for the procurement of “less than lethal” weapons systems and their associated
munitions. I verified this information by searching the Los Angeles County Purchasing &
Contracts website ( ), and located  vendor
code of # .   Additionally, I researched each of the requested items through this site,

Department Email Response



and verified each is associated with an APP commodity (see below examples).

The tracking of the noted equipment is done by the Department’s Training Bureau – Weapons
Training Unit (Armory). Munitions such as Pepperball launching systems, holsters, carrying
pouches, etc. are delivered directly to the station’s armory representative or the
scheduling/training sergeant. The less than lethal weapons systems (40mm, ARWEN, etc.)
however, are delivered directly to the Department’s armorer.  Once received, these platforms
are issued (and stamped with) a Department serial number, test fired, entered into the
Department wide weapons tracker, and then issued to the purchasing station. Each station is
required to submit a quarterly “armory inspection” document which the Training Unit then
uses to reconcile its tracker.

Again, I could not locate any policy, directive, or instruction which specifically delineates the
procedures for using non-profit funds provided by Department support groups for the
purchasing of equipment. The only caveat would be donations of over $10,000 (purchase
price), which appear to require notification to the Board of Supervisor’s office, and inclusion
into the Department’s general fund account. The purchase price for this request was 

CAPT. Sal Becerra 
Malibu/Lost Hills Station


	266_OIG E-Mail Request
	266_Department Email Response_Redacted

