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This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and attachments

Good afternoon

Please review the attached request.

Should you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact
me at your earliest convenience.

Thank you,

Ingrid Williams
Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission
Board of Supervisors, Executive Office



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
SHERIFF CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION

World Trade Center
350 South Figueroa Street, Suite 288, Los Angeles California 90071

June 4, 2020

To: Captain Rodney Moore
Los Angeles County Sheriff Department (LASD)

From: Ingrid Williams
Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission

REQUEST FOR POLICY AND/OR INFORMATION:

Any current LASD policies and/or procedures regarding the use of chokeholds 
and/or application of force to the carotid artery. 

REASON FOR REQUEST:

The Ad Hoc Committee regarding Use of Force by Patrol Deputies would like to 
obtain clarification of LASD’s current Use of Force policies.

WHEN SPECIFIC INFORMATION IS NEEDED:

Please forward the requested information to the contact person listed below
by , June 11, 2020.

CONTACT PERSON:

Please feel free to contact Ingrid Williams at should 
you have any additional questions or concerns.

Brian K. Williams
Executive Director

MEMBERS

Patti Giggans
Chair

Lael Rubin
Vice-Chair

Robert C Bonner
Commissioner

James P. Harris
Commissioner

Sean Kennedy
Commissioner

Casimiro Tolentino
Commissioner

Xavier Thompson
Commissioner

 Hernán Vera
Commissioner

Priscilla Ocen
Commissioner



From: Woodward, Dianna J.
To: IWilliams@coc.lacounty.gov
Cc: Chau, Veronica; Moore, Rodney K.; Maldonado, Albert M.; Chavez, Pilar; Norman, Alise
Subject: Civilian Oversight Commission Request for LASD Carotid Restraint Policies
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 5:44:26 PM
Attachments: Manual_of_Policy_and_Procedures___3-10_105.00_-_Medical_Treatment_and_Tr....pdf

rmb_09-16-ForceOptionsChart.pdf
Custody_Division_Manual___7-07_010.00_Custody_Force_Response_Team_-_6-10....pdf
Custody_Division_Manual___7-03_000.00_General_Principles_of_Security_Res....pdf
Manual_of_Policy_and_Procedures___3-10_040.00_-_Prohibited_Force_-_6-10-....pdf
6.4.2020 Use of Force Policy Request.pdf

Importance: High

Good afternoon,

Attached to this email are the current policies in both Patrol Division and Custody Division regarding the use
of the Carotid Restraint.  Please be advised, that the policy 3-10/040.00, Prohibited Force and the LASD
Newsletter 2009, Volume 9, Number 16 - Force Options Chart have undergone revisions that will be
published shortly.  These revisions were in response to Sheriff Villanueva’s announcement on June 8, 2020,
authorizing use of the Carotid Restraint only in response to Life Threatening or Serious Bodily Injury
situations (see image below).   Additional policies within the Custody Division Manual will also undergo
revision in order to bring them in line with the Sheriff’s order.

All of the attached policies (with the exception of the Newsletter) are available in our public Policy Archival
and Retrieval System hosted on the LASD website under Transparency Promise and LASD Manuals tab.
http://pars.lasd.org/Viewer/Menu?_ga=2.255923465.349334249.1591835224-422788617.1580158527

Please contact me should you have any additional questions or concerns.

Respectfully,



 
Dianna  
 
Sergeant Dianna Woodward
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
Professional Standards Division

 



SH-AD-32A (8/17)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
“A Tradition of Service Since 1850” 

DATE: June 11, 2020
FILE NO:

OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

FROM: THOMAS H. McNEAL, CAPTAIN
TRAINING BUREAU

TO: VERONICA CHAU, SERGEANT
AUDIT & ACCOUNTABILITY BUREAU

SUBJECT: CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION (COC) REQUEST FOR CAROTID 
RESTRAINT INFORMATION FROM TRAINING BUREAU

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide requested information to the 
Civilian Oversight Commission (COC) by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department’s (LASD) Training Bureau for the policies and procedures 
regarding the use of chokeholds and/or application of force to the carotid 
artery. 

The instruction of Learning Domain (LD) 33 (Carotid Restraint Control Device) 
to all LASD Academy recruits was suspended by Peace Officers Standards 
and Training (POST).  LD-33 will be updated by POST on June 18, 2020.  
During Defensive Tactics Force Training, the Carotid Restraint is now being 
instructed/discussed as a Life Threatening/Serious Bodily Injury option during 
force trainings.      

Should you have any further questions, please call me or Sergeant Mark 
Caron at 

THM:RTT:rtt

Attachments:
- LASD Use of Force Manual – Carotid Restraint
- Learning Domain 33 – Carotid Restraint Control Hold
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Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department

NEWSLETTER

Field Operations Support Services, 

VOLUME 09 NUMBER 16 DATE:   September 30, 2009

UNDERSTANDING THE SITUATIONAL USE OF FORCE OPTIONS

CHART

INTRODUCTION: 

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide a broader understanding of the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s Situational Use of Force Options Chart.

The Situational Use of Force Options Chart was designed to visually depict our
Department’s force policy.  The chart is intended to enhance the individual deputy’s
understanding of the utilization and application of force given a specific situation or set
of circumstances.

The chart identifies four general categories of individual behavior during citizen
contacts.  Each category of behavior analyzes the type of force response that may be
appropriately applied if force is perceived to be required by the deputy.   
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DISCUSSION: 

In the performance of duty, a deputy will be presented with particular facts which he/she
will analyze and then compare with what he/she must do according to the law,
Department policy, or for self defense.  These facts, when taken as a whole, may be
categorized into one of the four areas identified by the individual’s action/behavior.

The deputy’s perception of the incident and analysis of the facts will be influenced by a
number of factors, including the following:

A. The deputy’s understanding of State and Federal laws, Department policies, etc. 
These areas constitute what is referred to as legal standing.

B. Other considerations include Departmental training and other non-Departmental
training.

C. The individual deputy’s size, strength, personal fitness level, self-defense
capabilities, and self-confidence in all of the above.

D. Prior experience(s).

E. Any and all factors (including the above) which influence the deputy’s perception
of the incident, threat assessment, etc.

F. Factors regarding the suspect such as: mindset, physical fitness, weapons,
comparative size, level of intoxication, number of suspects, training of suspect,
perceived suspect self-defense capabilities, etc.

The arrows emanating from the figure in the middle of the chart depict how the deputy
may choose any of the options available, depending upon what he/she perceives about
the incident, i.e., what behavior or change in behavior is perceived.  Escalation/de-
escalation is achieved via the changing perceptions of the deputy involved and the
guidelines provided (i.e., force options identified to address each behavior exhibited by
an individual.)  Once again, the deputy’s perceptions and actions are based upon all the
information he/she takes into the incident.  This is guided by the knowledge,
understanding and confidence level the deputy has with respect to the potential options
available to him/her depending on the individual’s actions perceived and understood.
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COOPERATIVE

The cooperative category is defined as: Interaction with another person to achieve a
particular goal – no physical force is needed to gain cooperation.

This is the category that the majority of the people we contact fall into.  They respond in
a positive way to our mere presence and are easily directed with verbal requests and
commands.  Those that require control or searching allow this to take place with no
resistance.  General control is often achieved by non-verbal actions such as gestures,
stance, and facial expressions.

If the individual falls into the cooperative category, then the following options are
available: 

NON-VERBAL – That which is expressed without the use of
words (gestures, posturing, facial expressions,
etc.).

PROFESSIONAL – Visual appearance and confidence projected to 

PRESENCE  others by physical condition, hygiene, & uniform
appearance.

VERBAL – That which is communicated by the use of
words (inflection, pitch, tone, tempo).

CONTROL/SEARCH/ –      To control in a case and manner authorized by 

HANDCUFFING law (unresisted).

– To visually/physically examine a person for
contraband/weapons concealed (visual and
cursory).

– To restrain a person by use of authorized
handcuffing (standing, kneeling, and prone).
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RESISTIVE

The resistive category is defined as: Physical or verbal refusal to cooperate with lawful
commands.

Resistive behavior involves physical or verbal resistance to lawful orders/actions.  If the
resistance is verbal, the suspect has refused to follow orders given by the deputy. 
However, if the resistance is physical, the suspect may display a number of actions
such as running away, arms flailing, or pulling away.  There are two categories of
resistance: passive and active.  Examples of physical resistance can include the
suspect assuming an aggressive posture or stance, running away, physically resisting
deputy’s efforts to secure/handcuff/control, or obscene gestures to lawful presence or
request.  

An individual’s verbal/non-verbal physical actions can be interpreted to mean that
he/she will not comply with orders or requests made and will resist so as to now allow
control to be exerted over him/her, yet the suspect is not “attacking” the deputy – does
not fully intend to assault or batter the deputy.  Measures and options to address these
behaviors are meant to gain safe control of the situation.

If the individual falls into the resistive category, then the following options are available: 

CONTROL HOLDS – To restrain the movements of another by
utilizing arms and hands (firm grip escort, wrist
locks, etc.).

FIRM GRIP – Solid and stable grasp of another’s arm by the
use of one’s hands for purpose of control -
gaining compliance; usually applied to the
arm/shoulder area.

DEFENSIVE TACTICS – Weaponless maneuvers used to overcome
resistance (i.e., takedown, team takedown,
etc.).

INTERMEDIATE – Controlling another by the use of an impact 

WEAPONS CONTROL weapon in a restraint capacity (i.e., formula for 

TECHNIQUES arm lock, running arm lock, etc.). 

CHEMICAL AGENTS – Authorized chemical sprays, such as Oleoresin
Capsicum (O.C.). 
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ASSAULTIVE/HIGH-RISK

The assaultive/high risk category is defined as: An unlawful threat or unsuccessful
attempt to do physical harm to another, causing a present fear of immediate harm; a
violent physical attack; a situation in which the totality of articulated facts causes a
reasonable officer to form the opinion that a significant credible threat of violence exists.

The assaultive suspect is one who has crossed the line of resistance and is threatening
an assault, attempting an assault, or physically assaulting the deputy or citizen.  This
category also deals with high-risk situations.

In this category, the likelihood of injury is obvious because of the suspect’s deliberate
assaultive actions or other significant potential actions.  The actions (or potential
actions) of a suspect are so obvious as to make a reasonable person realize that
he/she must do something to defend himself/herself or others and then employ options
to effect control of the situation or safely make an arrest. 

If the individual falls into the assaultive/high risk category, then the following options are
available: 

PERSONAL WEAPONS – Body parts used to impact another (i.e, hands,
feet, arms, elbows, knees, etc.).

IMPACT WEAPONS – Baton, Sap, Handler-12, Flashlight

LESS-LETHAL WEAPONS – Taser, Arwen, SL-1, SL-6, Sting Ball, 12 gauge
stun bag, Pepperball system, etc.

CAROTID RESTRAINT – Specific technique designed to restrict the flow
of oxygenated blood to the brain via the carotid
arteries.  Blood flow restriction is accomplished
utilizing arm pressure to the sides of the neck. 
This technique does not restrict breathing.

K-9 – Employment of a Departmentally-trained dog.
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LIFE-THREATENING / SERIOUS BODILY INJURY

The life-threatening/serious bodily injury category encompasses actions which are likely
to result in serious injury or possibly in the death of deputy personnel or of another. 
Utilizing firearms or impact weapons to vital areas of the body would be reasonable to
employ at this level in self defense, the defense of others, and in conjunction with other
available options to ultimately gain control of the situation.

If the individual falls into the life threatening/serious bodily injury category, then the
following options are available: 

FIREARMS – Use of authorized handguns, shotguns, rifles.

IMPACTING VITAL AREAS – Striking an individual in the head, neck, clavicle,
spine, or other vital areas with any weapon or
weapon of opportunity (vehicle, rock, pen, knife,
etc.).

REFERENCE / CITATIONS:

MPP 3-01/025.00 Use of Force

MPP 3-01/025.10 Unreasonable Force

MPP 3-01/025.30 Use of Firearms and Deadly Force

MPP 5-09/430.00 Use of Force Reporting and Review Procedures

LASD FOSS Newsletter #064 Use of Force in Taking DUI Blood Samples

LASD FOSS Newsletter #06-12 Force Reporting

LASD FOSS Newsletter #09-16 Use of Force

LASD FOTU Newsletter #04-02 Force Documentation

LASD Defensive Tactics Manual (p.10-15)

Questions regarding the content of this newsletter may be directed to Field Operations
Support Services at 

JLS:js


























































