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The purpose of this document is outline procedures to be followed by Sheriff’s 
Department first responder personnel in their dealings with possible COVID-19 
related incidents.  
 
In order to most effectively serve the community, the Department must first ensure 
appropriate health and safety precautions are exercised internally. The DOC will 
continue to issue the most up to date CDC/DPH health bulletins to provide guidance on 
how to protect our personnel, identify symptoms, and prevent spread of the virus as we 
maintain our core duties.  Unit Commanders should continue to extensively brief their 
personnel to protect themselves and family members, as well as extra steps to ensure 
their facilities are repeatedly cleaned and sanitized. 
 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness that can spread from 
person to person. The outbreak appears to have first started in China, but cases have 
been identified in a growing number of other areas, including the United States. 

 Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory illness. 
 Data suggests that symptoms may appear in as few as 2 days or as long as 14 

days after exposure to the virus that causes COVID-19. 
 Symptoms can include fever, cough, difficulty breathing, and shortness of breath. 
 The virus causing COVID-19 is called SARS-CoV-2. It is thought to spread 

mainly from person-to-person via respiratory droplets among close contacts.  
 Respiratory droplets are produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes 

and can land in the mouths or noses, or possibly be inhaled into the lungs, of 
people who are nearby. Close contact may include being within approximately 6 
feet of an individual with COVID-19 for a prolonged period of time. 

 Having direct contact with body fluids (such as blood, phlegm, and respiratory 
droplets) from an individual with COVID-19. 
 

SCREENING PERSONNEL 

The watch commander/supervisor shall provide the most up to date CDC/DPH 
health briefing, and employee questionnaire at the beginning of each shift or if an 
employee reports symptoms. 

 

HEALTH BRIEFING AND SANITATION INSTRUCTIONS 

In an effort to keep one another healthy, all employees are encouraged to carry sanitary 
wipes or cleaner (with 60% or more alcohol content).  At the beginning and end of each 
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shift and as needed, remember to wipe down all surface areas commonly touched in 
common work areas such as briefing room, armory, report writing room, secretariat, 
watch commander’s office, watch sergeant’s office, station lobby, station jails, personal 
work stations, patrol cars, radio microphone, mobile digital computers, phones and all 
other pertinent equipment.  To clean these areas, use household cleaning sprays or 
disinfectant wipes, according to the product label.  

Patrol vehicles should be sanitized the beginning and the end of each shift, and/or prior 
to sending to station mechanics or CFMB for repairs.  Areas inside patrol cars including 
radio microphone, mobile digital computers, steering wheels, door handles and other 
pertinent equipment should be cleaned using disinfecting wipes or cloths.  Do not use 
any liquids directly on any electronic components in the vehicle. 

If you cough/sneeze, please cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, handkerchief, 
upper sleeve, paper towels, or towel.  DO NOT cough/sneeze into your hands.  Wash 
your hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds or more and refrain from touching 
your face or eyes as much as possible.  The Sheriff has authorized Class B uniforms 
in order to facilitate daily washing as needed.  
 
Health Questionnaire 

How are you feeling today?   Good     Fair     Poor      

Do you have a fever?              Yes     No 

Do you have a cough?             Yes     No 

Are you experiencing shortness of breath?     Yes   No 

Temperature Reading Taken?   Yes   No          Results: ___________ 

If an employee reports any of the COVID-19 symptoms (cough, fever, shortness of 
breath), direct them to receive medical attention and report the results of their medical 
assessment to the Department Operations Center   If an employee was 
exposed to COVID-19, units will be required to follow-up and monitor their personnel to 
limit/prevent further exposure.   

Take extra precautions for those at risk of serious illness from COVID-19, such as the 
elderly, people with pre-existing conditions and/or weakened immune systems, and 
those with heart or lung disease.  The County has authorized telecommuting for non-
essential personnel (such as non-sworn personnel) who are 65 years of age or older, 
pregnant, or have pre-existing medical conditions requiring extra precaution.  These 
type of alternate worksite plans should be run through your respective chain of 
command for approval.   
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SHERIFF’S STATION LOBBIES 
The Sheriff has directed that all stations and essential front line commands shall remain 
open for business.  All lobby areas shall be accessible to the public. Desk personnel 
should maintain a minimum 6 foot “social distance” from persons entering the station 
lobby. The following questions should be asked of persons entering in the station to 
identify any potential health concerns.  

o Have you traveled out of the United States with in the last 21 days? 
o Have you had contact with anyone known to be out of the United 

States within the last 21 days? 
o Do you have a cough, shortness of breath or fever? 

 
VISITING OF INMATES (TRUSTEES) 
Visiting of inmates at Sheriff’s stations shall remain in line with custody operational 
guidelines. Until further notice, all visiting of inmates is suspended at this time.  
 
CALLS FOR SERVICE 
Desk Operations 

 In light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and its effects on the health of our 
residents, the four questions listed below are additional screening measures to 
help identify potential health concerns and should be asked by desk personnel 
answering calls for service anytime deputies will be responding to the location.  
 

o Have you traveled out of the United States with in the last 21 days? 
o Have you had contact with anyone known to be out of the United States 

within the last 21 days? 
o Do you have a cough, shortness of breath or fever over 100.4F or higher 

(flu-like symptoms?) 
o Have you had contact with anyone with a cough, shortness of breath, or 

fever of 100.4F or higher (flu-like symptoms in the last 72 hours?) 
 

 If they answer “YES” to any of the above questions or they are symptomatic, it 
should be noted in the in the narrative of the call for service (i.e. “SYM/Y”= 
Symptoms Yes or “SYM/N”= Symptoms No) and advise responding deputies to 
don the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (N95 mask/protective 
eyewear/latex gloves). 
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 When appropriate, the informant should be told to step outside to speak with the 
deputy.  

o When possible, patrol personnel should make every effort to speak with 
citizens outside of buildings and residences and keep 6 feet of social 
distancing. 

 Dispatchers shall evaluate the resource need of each call being dispatched to 
minimize the exposure of deputies to potential health risk.  

 Station Watch Commanders shall brief field personnel in being responsible in 
assigning themselves and responding to partner’s calls for service that do not 
necessitate large response, always keeping officer safety first. This will ensure 
minimal exposure to any potential health risk.   

 To establish efficiency and reduce risk of non- essential exposure/contact with 
the public, desk personnel answering phone calls shall take telephonic reports 
when applicable. If applicable, the public can be directed to SORTS, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s on-line incident reporting portal.  
 

FIELD RESPONSE AND PUBLIC CONTACTS 
The following is what the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has published for 
Law Enforcement personnel to educate themselves about the Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19). 

To protect yourself from exposure 

 If possible, maintain a distance of at least 6 feet “social distancing.” 
 Practice proper hand hygiene. Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 

20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily available use an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. 

 Do not touch your face with unwashed hands. 
 In the event a deputy makes contact with a citizen in the field who is exhibiting 

the symptoms of COVID-19 (cough, fever, and shortness of breath—all three 
symptoms must be present) and that citizen appears to need medical attention, 
Los Angeles County Fire Department / Emergency Medical Technician personnel 
shall be requested to assess and transport them to a healthcare facility. 

 
Recommended Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
Law enforcement who must make contact with individuals confirmed or suspected to 
have COVID-19 should follow CDC’s Interim Guidance for EMS. Different styles of PPE 
may be necessary to perform operational duties. These alternative styles (i.e. coveralls) 
must provide protection that is at least as great as that provided by the minimum 
amount of PPE recommended.  
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The minimum PPE recommended is: 
 

 A single pair of disposable examination gloves 

 Disposable isolation gown or single-use/disposable coveralls* 

 Any NIOSH-approved particulate respirator (i.e., N-95 or higher-level respirator) 
Facemasks are an acceptable alternative until the supply chain is restored. If 
you don the mask but it is made apparent that you were not exposed to 
COVID-19, you are able to re-use the mask. 

 Eye protection (i.e., goggles or disposable face shield that fully covers the front 
and sides of the face) 
 

*If unable to wear a disposable gown or coveralls because it limits access to duty belt 
and gear, ensure duty belt and gear are disinfected after contact with individual. 
 
All of the minimum PPE equipment is available at your unit of assignment.  Contact the 
DOC if your unit command is out of supply and needs additional PPE equipment. 
 
If personnel are exposed to a person with COVID-19  

 Report the exposure to a supervisor of the rank of sergeant, who shall follow 
procedures delineated in Manual of Policy and Procedures (MPP) section 3-
02/040.25, “Employee Exposed to Communicable Disease,” and advise the 
employee to seek testing through their own healthcare provider.  Additionally 
advise the employee to inform their health care provider that they are a first 
responder and were exposed to a positive case in the course of their duties.    

 Employees who have been tested and whose test results are pending, and 
employees who are confirmed to have contracted the COVID-19, shall follow 
all directions of the County Public Health Officer and guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In both instances, such 
directions may include:  

o Quarantine at home Maintain a log of temperature readings for up to 
14 days  

 
o Separation from family members  

o Isolation in a hospital  
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o The Injury and Health Support Unit will coordinate with the employee’s 
unit and the appropriate healthcare provider to ensure necessary 
documentation is kept for the employee’s medical care, recovery, and 
work absence.  

 Ensure all areas the employee was in physical contact are 
sanitized. 

o See Notice #29 for additional information regarding COVID-19 
response and recommendations. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR NEW ARRESTS/BOOKINGS 
In an effort to mitigate the spread of the COVID-19 virus within the Los Angeles County 
Jail system, the Sheriff’s Department is providing the following guidelines and 
restrictions for new arrest/bookings into the Los Angeles County Jail system. 

Local stations should cite and release whenever possible and in conformance with the 
law.  Sheriff’s Custody Division collaborated with Correctional Health Services (CHS) to 
implement several screening and acceptance protocols for inmates arriving at the 
Inmate Reception Center (IRC) and Century Regional Detention Facility (CRDF).   

All current booking requirements and procedures shall remain in effect.  This includes 
IRC Watch Commander approval and the inmates shall be lives canned and booked 
prior to their arrival at IRC or CRDF.   

The additional screening protocols are as follows:  

 The revised arrestee medical form including Covid-19 screening questions 
SHALL be completed.    

 If an inmate meets the booking criteria and the inmate’s responses and/or current 
state of health raise concerns regarding possible Covid-19 exposure, the IRC 
Watch Commander SHALL be notified by the transporting station or agency prior 
to arriving at IRC or CRDF.    

 The transporting station or agency shall utilize appropriate PPE and SHALL 
place a mask on the inmate. 

 Upon arriving at IRC or CRDF the inmate SHALL remain in the vehicle and CHS 
personnel will respond out to the receiving area and conduct an assessment.  

 Custody Division protocols regarding the appropriate medical process and 
housing will be implemented.  

 
The aggregate bail for new and/or remanded misdemeanor cases was increased to 
$50,000.00 (with exceptions outlined in a revised JDIC message to all law enforcement 

file://///1-eoc-03/CommonShared/DOCActivation/COVID-19%20ACTIVATION/DOC%20Notices/Notice%2029%20COVID-19%20Workforce%20Guidelines.pdf
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agencies).  We encourage citations to reduce the volume of inmates into stations, 
outside agency jails, courts and our jail facilities.  Please direct any questions to the 
Inmate Reception Center Watch Commander at    
 
REQUESTS TO TRANSPORT PRISONERS TO JAIL FACILITIES  
The on-duty watch commander shall ascertain whether the prisoner has traveled out of 
the United States or has had contact with a person that has traveled out of the United 
States, and/or has any of the following symptoms: fever, cough, sneezing, runny nose 
or trouble breathing.  
 
If the prisoner does not have any of the indicative signs and symptoms of the Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), we may accept the prisoner if all other booking requirements 
are met.  
 
If the prisoner has any of the symptoms of COVID-19 and/or has traveled out of the 
United States, or has had contact with a person that has traveled out of the United 
States, obtain the names of the transporting agency, transporting officer, the new 
booking, and the estimated time of arrival.  
 
Advise the agency or patrol station to issue the prisoner a NIOSH N95 or higher mask, 
suggest the transporting officers wear an N95 mask, and make immediate notification to 
Correctional Health Services (CHS) and reception personnel of the pending transport to 
ensure the proper response upon arrival.  
 
Upon arrival, CHS and custody personnel will respond to the bus bay, where CHS will 
assess the prisoner and determine the next course of action.  
 
If CHS determines the prisoner requires further evaluation and/or isolation, the prisoner 
must be transported to the Correctional Treatment Center (CTC) immediately while 
taking all necessary precautions.  
 
All transports to CTC will require an immediate notification to Inmate Reception Center 
(IRC)/ Century Regional Detention Facility (CRDF), Twin Towers Correctional Facility 
(TTCF), and the Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 
 
NEW BOOKINGS AT IRC/CRDF  
When a station or agency arrives at IRC or CRDF with a new booking, custody 
personnel must ask the transporting officer if the new booking has met any of the above 
listed criteria prior to allowing them into the facility. 
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If the criteria is met, immediately notify the CHS intake nurse who will then respond to 
the bus bay to medically assess the new booking.  
 
CHS will determine if the new booking is acceptable to proceed through the intake 
process or if measures should be taken to transport the prisoner to CTC for further care 
and/or evaluation.  
 
If CHS determines the new booking should be transported to CTC, it is recommended 
personnel wear gloves and an N95 mask. A surgical mask must be placed on the new 
booking, and notifications made to CTC of the pending transport.  
 
Access to Care Bureau, Twin Towers Correctional Facility (TTCF), and IRC must be 
notified of all new bookings that are transported to CTC.  
 
DETECTIVE INTERVIEW PROCEDURES 
As recommended for all patrol operations, detective investigations should be conducted 
with due regard for employee safety.  Detectives should attempt to contact individuals 
by phone and conduct their interviews by phone.  If face to face interaction is 
necessary, employees should ascertain if contacts have traveled out of the United 
States or have had contact with a person that has traveled out of the United States, 
and/or if they have any of the following symptoms: fever, cough, sneezing, runny nose 
or trouble breathing.  When making contact with those individuals who are high risk, 
employees should follow the above protocol provided for field personnel adhering to 
proper use of Protective Personal Equipment (PPE) and decontamination/cleaning 
procedures.   
 
WARRANT SERVICES 
When practical warrant services should be limited to crimes that are violent in nature, a 
serious felony, or a non-citable offense.  
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, the DOC is available 
24 hours at    

 



What precautions is the LASD taking to protect the health of inmates who are not eligible for early 
release, but are in a “high risk” category as described by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), or the LA County Department of Public Health? 

Special screening protocols were put into place at the onset of the declared County Public Health 
Emergency due to the COVID19 pandemic.  All inmates were monitored for cold and flu like symptoms 
both prior to intake, as well as daily in all jail housing areas.  Any inmate who displayed any symptoms, 
or who answered screening questions indicating they had possibly been recently exposed was separated 
and housed in medical isolation cells.  If an individual was removed from a housing area for testing, that 
location has been placed under temporary quarantine, pending test results for the isolated patient.     

Currently there has not been any positive test results for COVID19 inside the Los Angeles County Jail 
system.  Many of the “high risk” inmates who are not eligible for early release due to the seriousness of 
their charges, were previously segregated in specialty areas, including hospital rated areas, designated 
areas for patients with pre-existing medical conditions, as well as housing specifically isolated for elderly 
inmates.  

What precautions is the LASD taking to protect the health and welfare of the deputies, health care 
workers, and others who are assigned to the various correctional facilities?  What about those deputies 
on patrol? 

All personnel assigned to correctional facilities are provided appropriate PPE (personal protective 
equipment).  This includes but is not limited to gloves, gown and a mask, depending on their 
assignment.  Additional hand sanitizer stations have been installed throughout the facilities and 
additional cleaning crews have been assigned to regularly clean all public areas, during all shifts, rather 
than once daily, which was the norm prior to this crisis.   

All County employees that are assigned to a custody facility have been advised to stay home and not 
come to work if they feel sick.  Email and reoccurring briefings have been provided by management to 
keep custody staff informed of this rapidly evolving pandemic.  Posters and warnings have been placed 
at the entrance to all facilities since mid-February.  These have been updated over the weeks, to keep up 
with the evolving recommended screening and prevention practices.   

Insert patrol answer here 

For those inmates who are released and are positively identified as homeless, what services or special 
actions are taken, if any, to address their needs? 

The Sheriff continues to work in collaboration with the Department of Health Services (Correctional 
Health Services and Officer of Diversion and Re-Entry) and as part of the County’s homeless initiative, 
the CTU (Community Transition Unit) staff works to provide homeless inmates with resources by 
providing DHS partners with a list of individuals who have self-identified as homeless during the inmate 
classification process at jail intake.  These lists are used to assign cases to the DHS staff, and by CTU prior 
to the release process. 

Department Response Attachment



How Many inmates have been tested for COVID-19 have been detected within each correctional facility? 

As of March 26, 2020, there has not been a positive test for COVID19 in the Los Angeles County Jail 
System.  To date, we have successfully separated and received (35) negative test results for isolated 
patients (indicating they had some other type of cold or flu). 

What is the number of inmates that are currently in isolation housing at each facility as of the date of 
this communication? 

There are currently only (5) inmates in isolation at Twin Towers Correctional Facility awaiting COVID19 
test results.  This is the lowest number in two weeks.  However, it should be noted that these numbers 
can fluctuate daily based upon the continued screening during intake and in housing areas. 

How many pre-trial inmates in custody and considering the recent order by the California State Supreme 
Court to continue criminal proceedings, has your policy on the release of pre-trial inmates changed?  If 
so, what is the new policy? 

Our policy in releasing pre-trial inmates has not changed.  The authority to release pre-trial felons rests 
with the courts, not the Sheriff.  However, at the request of the Sheriff, the courts have agreed to 
establish an additional bail deviation hearing process, in conjunction with our justice partners, to re-
consider inmates charged with non-violent, non-serious and non-sexual crimes for pre-trial release.   

The Department has been promulgating lists of potentially eligible candidates and providing the lists to 
the District Attorney, Public Defender and Alternate Public Defender for preliminary review.  

They will be presenting cases they wish to push forward with to the court with jurisdiction, who will 
then make the final determination if a bail waiver is appropriate.  If they deem someone appropriate for 
release, the Sheriff will be authorized to release them on a citation to appear at a future date.  The 
justice partners have agreed to waive defendant’s presence during these hearings, so that no court 
movement, potentially further risking COVID19 exposure, will need to occur during this process.  This 
process will be ongoing for the duration of the current crisis. 

As of today’s date, there are 6,387 pre-trial inmates in custody.  However, many of these individuals 
have multiple charges, often in different courts and/or have serious, violent or sexual charges which 
precludes them from being eligible for such a bail deviation hearing.    
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